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Severo-Donetak 1ls a large workers'
; settlement which has been built up around a fertilizer and chemical
H5X1 fa;ztor-yo now what the population of Severo-~Donetsk was,
< but belilevs e been approximately 100,000,) All dwellings,
shops; and stores in this community are part of the factory complex
and were under thes control of the fastory administration, The
familles of the six German techniciana who wers stationed at
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| | However, these socla. reIEH HonS were never CGXCelurE

To the family level., Soviet men, unllke thelr wives, were
. peluctant to establish any social contact with the German
families.’

Economic Conditions in Severc-Donetsk

2,

[ |1ived on the Soviet ecoromy whileglresiding
in the USSR and therefore was atle to offer considerable

information concerning general living condltions, The description
which follows mited primarily to the Severo-Donetsk area. A
written record family's expenditures
1s partlally tabulated below Tecause ol 1Ts considerable
completeness and accuracy. HMost of the prices quoted axe for
goods purchased in state stores. Prices for goods on the free
market are marked with one asterisk. Most of the prices listed

under the 1951 column were current | I
Those prilces ste
under the 1048-89 column refer to the rail months of 1948 and

winter months of 1949, It should be noted that =some of +the
prices listed, especially those for 1948..49, are approximations

in that the 3 seasonal fluctuations and,-in

some cases, It should also be consldered
Teceived a monthly salary of Rubles 6,000~-consi~
erably more an that earned by the average Scviet sclentlst--
and which permitted the purchase of better quality food and

e¢lothing than bought by the average Scviet worker./ |

expenditures daring my stay.ln Severo-Donetsk includes the
following:
Prices 1n Severo-Donetsk

Prices in Rubles

Products , 164849 1951
A. Food#”
Cabbage 3,00 s 60~,T0
Potatoes 4,00 1,00-~1.20
Black bread 6.00-8,00 .E0=1,8C
Gray bread - 2,20-2,40
Wheat bread - 8,00-13,00
Sour tomatoes 4,00 .E0
Dried beans - 5,60
Dried peas - 4,30

. Onlons 18.C0 3,60
Rice - 12,20
Groats - 5.80-6,30
Millet . - 2,0C-4,00
Wheat flour 10.20 5,0C-8,00
Corn grits - 2,50
Wheat grits - 8.00-8.40
Lump - sugar ' 20,00 11.CC
Rough granulated sugar - 8.50 )
FPresh mllk - 6,00 Lit, 1.80 Lit.
Fresh milk - 2,50-3,00 Lit.*
rges 1.20 each «90=1L,.50 each
Egga 2,50 saqan® 1.50 each *
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Prices 1n Severo-Donetsk, continued
Prices in Rubles
Products 1948-49 1951
Butter 60,00% 32.00-43,00
Margarine 32.00 17.00-23,00
Salt - 1,50~ 2,50
Sunseed oll 40,00 Lit. 22,00 Lit.*"
Cheese 80.00 28,00-42,00
Honey 30,00 25,00-28,00
Tea 24¢,00 160,00
Cocoa - 190.00
Coffee 75.,00-85,00 67.00
Apples 12,00 4,00
Lemons 5,00~-6,00 ea 3,00~4.00 ea
Soup bones (hcoves) - 4,00
Soup bones (steer's hea.dg - 2,00%
Soup bones (steer's leg - 5.00--8,00%
» Stew beef 30,00%* 10.00-18,00%*
Pork 40,00% 22,00-28,00% '
Lamb 25.00% 12,00-16,00%
"Herring : 7.00 each 4,00-5,200 each
Ham (poor quality 40,00 26,00
B.  Clothing
Leather shoes (Czech) - 230 palr
Leather shoes, crepe soles (Czech) - 490 pair
Leather shoes (Russian) - 250-~-350 padir
Summer linen shoes (Russilan) 65-70 palr 40-50 pair
Pelt boots - 100-250 pair
Man'!s wool trousers 300 120
Quilt Jacket - 130-150
Man's dungarees - 80-1.00
Mants shirt - 70
Mants summes: sult - 120-140
Man's wool socks - 7-9 palr
Man's wool socks;, Kapron reinforced- 15-18
Mant!s suit (half wool) - 400
S1lk blouse - 250
Linen blouse - 120
Cotton drens - 60-80
Woman?®s cotton stockings 15 pair 5=7 palr
Woman's Kapron (Nylon) hoze o 40-69 pair
Cheap cotton print materilal - 10~15 meter
Twlll material for work trousecrs - 17.50 meter
Silk materlal for mants shirt - 120 meter
Coarse wool material for trousers - 120-160 meter
Wool materlal for overcocat - 230 meter
Wool material for sult - 330 meter
C. Other Articles
inthreclte coal - T7 ton
Pire wood - 20-60 cublc meter
Electric iron - )
Electric hotplate - 25
Siz-tube radlo 1,6Q0 630

# Goods purchased in the free market.

purchased in state stores.

A1l other goods were

*®-A11 food. prices expressed in terms of Rubles/kilogram unless

otherwise indilcated,
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3. Conditlons in respect to consumer goods considerably improved
after the currency reform. Prices generally sought a level
between the 1947 prices for rationed goods and free market
prices. After 1947, perlodic price cuts were announced wilth
great fanfare in the Ukraine. However, prices rose slowly after
each price cut with the excuse that better quality goods were
being offered. There were no great differences in food prices
in state stores and in the free market in Severo-Donetsk.,
Despite the fact that prices were generally slightly higher Iin
the free market, most people preferred to purchase food there
because of the better quality and greater avallability of goods.
After the currency reform, goods beczame increasingly available,
although, as previously stated, supplies were of a much more
1imited variety in Severo-Donetsk than in Moscow. However,
there continued to be constant shortages of some goods and
periodic shortages of all goods during the last few years. Shops
were well stocked only in the perilods preceding the May 1 and
October Revolution celebrations. Wheat flour was, as usual, sold
only in conJunctilon with major holidays. Rice. fat, sugar and
coffee were seldom, if ever, avallable. Periodic shortages of
almost all other food goods and clothing occurred because of in-
efficient distributlon or delilberate withholding by the govern-

} ' ment. A normal situation, was that a store would be out of

‘ ‘ shirts for three weeks and then have nothing but shirts, State

stores would sell out a new shipment of cooking oil within a

few hours after 1t had been unavailable for weeks, The average

person was unable to stockplle such goods when they were avall-

able as he could not afford such large expenditures. A common
compiaint, for example, was that overshoes were available 1in

June and summer shoes placed on sale in December, 25X1

25)(1 ' 4, | | emphasize that most of the food products %
' purchased, were far beyond the reach of the average family. 25X1
?5)(1 | | an average working-ciass family of five would have

To pay at least Rubles 10 per day for a standard diet conslsting
i of water and black bread for breakfast; cabbage soup, potatoes
i " and grits for dinner; and porrldge and mllk for supper. However,
| almost 21l families in the Severo-Donetsk workers' settlement,
i . supplemented thelr food supplies wlth produce grown in private
| - gardens., These small vegetable gardens were sometimes located
{ ' . as far away as 20 kilometers from the settlement, but free bus
| ' transportation provided by the factory on Sunday helped solve
! * this problem.

| in the USSR. The local population made no
comments concerning housing conditions other than in comparison
\ with the immedlate post-war period, Nevertheless, housing
} accomodations 1n Severo-Donetsk were concicdered luxurious by
1 : many workers who had recently come from farms, because running
water and center heating were provided. Almost all of the
apartment bulldings and houses in Severo~-Donetsk had been
constructed after World War II. Our famlly was assigned a four-
room apartment occupying one-half of a duplex. Others, 1llving
in simllar houses, were assigned one room per family, wlith two
or three familics sharing one kitchen,

§5X1 5e | |no improvement in the housing situation| | 25X1
5X1 :
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Rent was paid di

A

e ntly o the factory m:

on the amount ~f spaze allotted. [ S ML a.
rent of Rubles 1.27% per square meter I e Eawzsh T

‘ meters alloted pevr i:irzon, and Rubles 2.% psr squars meter for
any additional spa<e. (FPor example, a [amiiy @[ Loz zllotted
30 square meters, pald a rent cof Rdbl%ﬁ 50 pern menhth 5 In
addition, each tenant had to pay fees fuor water, aswage and
electricity. Electricity was very expsnizive Inasmush as the
Soviets pmeferrsd v<‘ng electricity fo tasl, thsy became
extremely adept in cheating the adminis? e eleastrl~
city »ill. | ]learned a few rom tha Sovielbs
in this reaspect., After the administral 2 that the

s, it blocked off
The benants got
srxda by means of

tenants were tampering with the elechtri-
all but a few of the elsctrlc cutlets in
around thils, howevsr, ty tapping expoc ]
speclal homemade pl-ugg made from needls=z,

Soviet Attiltudes arul Natlonallty Questicnsa

7.

8. [:;:::]many Soviet acguaintances who wei:
the average Russlan or Ukrainlan has a .

y accspted and
»inizen belleved that
1 oaf inittating war.
mly <unvin ed of The
>ubt.ad bthal
2 of peraconal
b

The Sovlet peace campalgn was enthulii
supported by the Soviet citlzens., Ko
he. hls peocple and gevernment could he
Furthermore, the average cltlzen was I
truthfulness of the anbti-American campalgr;
the US began the K- n War.
identification on %thi part of the Sovl
Commurists figbting in Chlna, ALl weg
nists would finally win and they hal no
spread. [ ] nc opsn complaints Wkt ..
the Soviet governwanf i1itself. The moai U
about the high pricszs of consumer goniz,
of the good old ddyq bafore World War Il v
and goods more plentlful, The entira Lile
eltizens, their ambitions and uonmlaigh&
of food and ita’ availabililty.

25X1
: Commu-
Wl

Tewar, :| that 25X1

SNE ;n sgedice Goward

1 WUY~ AMATEd
L [l Tl . he 25)(1

the Jews., For example, Ukrainian rr‘e
assoclated with Jews and continually
Ukrainlan evidenily scnsidered this an -
inferiority. The Jews on the other ;
arrogant attitude toward the Russlans,

rahhe
hem a3 “only
Russlans”. | ] the basis ot 3

the

greater capatlility and Industry of the Purthermore,
| ] 1w Jews were better Scv va2ause bthey .
worked hard and w:re very consclous or : - E::::::::j

Lnhzerning the 25X1

during my stay in tos US

expulsion of Jews from fhe Ukralne.
some ﬁensl@n between Russian and Ukv:*134n inhezitanSs
in Severo~Donetsk but consldered it tc he = wepre vivaloy brought
about by national pride cn the part of ithe dnlans Jn #his
connection, the rezistance movement du:‘n:%dlv J:u-v~ in the
Western Ukraine, was often rumored ilm . think theag rumors 25X1
were supported by fact. Russlans, wher they heard -hese stories
laughed and did not take them serilously, Ukrainians, however,
belileved the rumors and always reported rh ;m with some pride, as

i1f o say, “see what! clsver people we are” While in the 3Severo-
Donetsk | F 1t ws pOp,lan 4 mainly by Ukrainlans;

the working class consalisted almosti enn:pul" ¢l Ukrainiana,
including a large percentage of recently urtardzsd peasantz. How-~
ever, most of the officlals were Russianﬂn All suliural activitles
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such as drama, mctlon
orlgin and conductad
signs and focd labsels
i heard of any Ukrzinizn

revues, wnich :lb een 1
arry
wve

25X1

Ukrainian spoken in n= 25X1
prevailing language in Se 58, |:I 25X
heard any compialnts from Ukrain i X

Russgianization cf the arsa,

e '"’y“‘ &

]

Police Activities

10. Crime, esperially
Donetsk area. t.:~..
exist. All "gocd
camps for c-rim.m_. o
sentences they had re
On the other hand, n
internment and zccret p
the Soviets wers exurem
public. :

11..' only ne ins
aborers working on

‘ment | GE]
whether they wers axrimin
were housed in spec2al b
had nc contact wiitth the
the development a"nic‘e‘.d
gpoke of them, bul relati
food and c¢lothing “o ths
employed in the area un""”'
were all asgzembled and snip
rreeiving point may nave bez
loroshilovgrad (blasi /ledly
Sergo (48° 33' K - 238% 38¢

Famllz Life
12, |knowledge of Scviet family 12fe iz quits extensive, .
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l | that Sovizst wemen we
1ife had improved under ine Soviet

reg
attitude was the sccial iich they f£elt had bezn granted
them. The Scviet wcoman jder *:v.‘..s o be marely equality
to work :Ln th‘, minss ar uotione Rather, sn= felt
zand thershy was

ir was primariliy for tnis
& merely btecauze of
A "oub"‘ily cf

ed 1z33 than men dut
:n apparentiy did not

a
-
23 sgualicy™ grantsd
n
2

: contriba.*'ing Lo har Pam.
b * reason that Saoviet womsn
[ economilc pressure,
- dmportance. Soviet womer:
2‘5X:1 |:ho;. now by what pro

y conslder this incensistent
Lo them. The Scvies b-omnn s
life, pariticularly with t
nurserles, a zhila was [oX5
month (the state contribu 3
to earn a.bow Rubles 300 during the
felt assured that thelr f’H. dren
nurseries. Regulaticns providsa =
present each day at esch ncse:;;
protest to the auvnorities avowut u
though this privilege Lc zompl
to glve the mothers a fesliing
welfare,

|.-'~

=3 with her family
nurserles, In such
£ Rubles 30 pew
the mcther was able
o\.. Scvilet women
ared for in the
her had %o te

‘“he mothers to
ry ccndalticns. Al-
y nominal, 1% seemed
- thair ~hildrents
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D5X1 13. Prom| Il |that women,tkre TSSR did not take
marriage too seriously. The average Soviet woman was mainly

25X1 concerned with having children when entering msrriage. The
L

ideas of acquiring a husband, or the marrilage inssitution it--
self, were strictly of secondary importange. As a result,
separations were very common; a wife with children might leave
her husband and enter into a marital relationship with another
man without going through the formalities of i diverce. The
high cost of obtaining a dlvorce was undoubtedly a factor which
contributed to this practice. The fact that divorces were
considered undesirable because of theilr expense, rather than
because of moral conviction, led te another common Soviet
institution, namely "trial marrlages®. Trial marriages tended
~ to last for longer perilods of time and constituted another dis-
ruptive factor in Sovlet family life, If the trlial marriage
proved unsuccessful, the woman could leave the man without any
§reat misgivings and, with her children, go in. gearch of another
husband®™. Another indication of the minor importance_ attached
to marital tiles was the fact that a wife generally sought an-
other man if her husband had been sentenced to forced lator. -In
such a situation, she was under no moral pressure tc walt for her
husband. The Soviets impressed me as belng very fond of thelr
children and indulgent toward them. However, financilal
r;om_'l_t:l.nnﬂ_mxne_al serious limiting factor to the size of familles,
D5X1 who was influenced by government efforts to
B increase the size of familles.) Consequently, abortlons were
extremely common and women would turm to friendly or venal
doctors for help. Although forbidden by the state--a Ruble
300-500 fine was imposed for acts of abortlon which were ~
discovercd-~there were no moral coatingeneles to this practice.

: 14, Party members were generally an exceptlon to the rule in regard
IR : to the type of conduct described. - They were expected to
v lead exemplary lives and they usually lived up to this

. .. expectation. . : :

Thg Ukrainian School in Severo-Donetsk

15.l |
25X1 . [ | During the first year, speclal classes
25X1 were held for the German ctudents 1in order to acquaint them with
the Russlan language. After this introductlon, they were accepted
into the regular classes, The school, which was called the
"gkrainian- School™, was the only tem-year school in this pre-
dominantly Ukrainlan settlement. - All cIasses, however, with the
exception of .ae Ukrainian language c¢lass, were conducted in the

Russlan language, Most of the teachers were Russilan, [ 1] 25X
no essential difference between this "Ukrainlan School® and the :
normal Russian school. Furthermore,mno corplaints from 25X 1
Soviet mothers that classes were not conducted in Ukrainian.

Clagses were normally held five hours a day, 8ix days a week, Of
these 30 hours of weekly lessons, approximately alx were devoted
to the Ukrailnian language, 12 to Russlan language and literature,

: four to arilithmetic, dra two to English, and two to
D5X1 physical education. political iAndoctrinztlion was
o inJectived into all cJTasges TO an reme degree. Gareat stress

was placed on the study of current eventse. English had replasced
German as the second language in the snhool, and was taught from

' ] the third grade on. The study of Ukxainian commenced in the
first grades

SECRET

Approved For Release 2005/06/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500770008-6




Approved For Release2005/06/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500770008-6
: | 25X1

SECRET/SECUR%TY INFORMATION

25X1 16.
X1 | the li-~year old son of a Russian
;5 1 acquaintance onca { ] the para-millitary exercilses which
- were conducted weekly during his physical training verilod,
These included extended order-drill, throwing of dummy hand
grenades, and military obstacle courses., After completion of
the obstacle course, the students wer[a_naand-ned_tn_e]ight in on
imaginary enemies with dummy rifles. para- 25X1
military training began at the age of 12.

£

Reception of VOA and o’cherj Broadcasts

25X1 17. In-1649,[ | purchased a six-tube "Vef" radio, a Soviet
- model for which he pald Rubles 1,600, With this radio and a
25X1 high antenna, | |able to receive many foreign broad-

casts in our Severo-bonetsk apartment, Few, 1f any, Russlan
families erected outdoor radlc antennae for fear of drawing

25X 1 police suspilclon, %ﬁ:o eatimate what percentage of the
' radilo~owning Soviet fe ‘les gtened to Western broadcasts be-
cause this subject was seldom disc dae | ] however, 25X1

that the percentage was very high.
people in the market dlscussing news which obviously had not

been propagated by Soviet sources and several Soviet housewives
conflded in me that their familles frequently listened to broad- 25X1
25X1 casts from the West, | ]to the VOA East Zone

German~language broadcast, the BBC German (EBast Zone) and Russian-~
language broadcasts, Radic Mcoszow, RIAS-Berlin, and Radlo Lelpzlg
on owr 1&dio. The Australlan German~language broadcast, oddly
enough, came through very well on occasions. [ ]listened to , 25X1
the VOA Ruasian~language broadcast and therefore am unable to .
offer any information on theilr programs or receptlion, Receptilon
of German-~language VOA brosdcasts was generally better than

BBC German broadcasts and could be heard on all but a few days

in the course of a monbh; German BBC broadcasts were recelved
with great dirficulty.: Jammiang oa bouvh VOA and BBC was .done on

a perlodic basla, Foxri a periocd of ten days VOA and BBC would be
heavily Jemmed and then not at all. Receptlon for all broadcasts
in the Ukraine was betbtor in the winter than in other seasons of
the year, ;

25X1

-end -~
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